RCIA

THE BIBLE
AND
DIVINE REVELATION



OPENING PRAYER

Lord our God,

we bless you.

As we come together to ponder the Scriptures,
we ask you 1n your kindness

to fill us with the knowledge of your will
so that, pleasing you 1n all things,

we may grow 1n every good work.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
R/. Amen

https://www.usccb.org/prayers/prayer-when-gathering-meet-or-study




PSALM 113:6

6 Who humbleth himself to behold
the things that are in heaven, and in
the earth! Ps. 11:4

7 He raiseth up the poor out of the
dust, and lifteth the needy out of the
dunghill; 1Sam. 28

8That he may set him with
princes, even with the princes of his
people. Job 367

9 He maketh the barren woman to
keep house, and to be a joyful mother
of children. Praise ye the LORD.

PSALM 114

1 When Is"-ra-el went out of E-gypt,
the house of Ja"cob from a people of
strange language;

2 Ju'-dah was his sanctuary, and Is™
ra-el his dominion. Exod. 6:7

3 The sea saw it, and fled: Jor-dan
was driven back. Exod. 14:21; Ps. 77:16

4 The mountains skipped like rams,
and the little hills like Jambs.

5 What ailed thee, O thou sea, that
thou fleddest? thou Jor'-dan, that thou
wast driven back? Hab. 38

6 Ye mountains, that ye skipped like
rams; and ye little hills, like lambs?

7 Tremble, thou earth, at the pres-
ence of the Lord, at the presence of the
God of Ja™cob;

8 Which turned the rock into a
standing water, the flint into a fountain
of waters Exod. 176; Ps. 107.35

PSALM 115

1 Not unto us, O LoRD, not unto us,
but unto thy name give glory, for thy
mercy, and for thy truth’s sake.

2 Wherefore should the heathen
say, Where is now their God?

3 But our God is in the heavens: he
hath done whatsoever he hath
pleased. 1 Chron. 16:26; Dan. 4:35
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772 Tremble at the Presence of the Lord

4 Their idols are silver and gold, the
work of men'’s hands. Deut 428

5 They have mouths, but they speak
not: eyes have they, but they see not:

6 They have ears, but they hear not
noses have they, but they smell not:

7 They have hands, but they handle
not: feet have they, but they walk not:
neither speak they through their
throat.

8 They that make them are like unto
them; so is every one that trusteth in
them. Ps. 135:18; Jon 28

9 O Is"ra-el, trust thou in the LORD:
he is their help and their shield.

10 O house of Aa“ron, trust in the
Lornp: he is their help and their shield

11 Ye that fear the LORD, trust in
the Lorp: he is their help and their
shield.

12 The Lorp hath been mindful
of us: he will bless us; he will bless
the house of Is"-ra-gl; he will bless the
house of Aa"-ron.

13 He will bless them that fear the
Lorp, both small and great.

14 The Lorp shall increase you
more and more, you and your chil
dren.

15 Ye are blessed of the LORD
which made heaven and earth.

16 The heaven, even the heavens
are the LorD's: but the earth hath he
given to the children of men.

17 The dead praise not the LORD:
neither any that go down into silencé:

18 But we will bless the Lorp from
this time forth and for evermor
Praise the LorD. ps. 1132

PSALM 116
11 love the LorD, because he hath
heard my voice and my supplic
tions ps. 18
2 Because he hath inclined his e
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A Gracious Lord
gio me, therefore will I call upon him
shngas | live.
3The sorrows of death compassed
g and the pains of hell gat hold upon
2 found trouble and sorrow.
{Then called I upon the name of
8 Lorp; O Lorb, I beseech thee,
ehver my soul.
3Gracious is the Lorp, and righ-
& yea, our God is merciful.
§The Lorp preserveth the simple:
| Issbrought low, and he helped me.
TRetum unto thy rest, O my soul;
frthe Lorp hath dealt bountifully
h thee. Ps. 13:6; Matt. 11:29
SFor thou hast del my soul
| &m death, mine eyes from tears, and
%yfeet from falling. s. 56:13
$1will walk before the LORD in the
&dof the living, Ps.27:13
101 believed, therefore have I spo-
E | was greatly afflicted:
Isaid in my haste, All men are
Ps.31:22
12What shall I render unto the
08 for all his benefits toward me?
| Blwil take the cup of salvation,
#dcall upon the name of the LORD.
1 will pay my vows unto the
2D now in the presence of all his
e, Ps. 2225
BPrecious in the sight of the LORD
#e death of his saints.
50Loro, truly | am thy servant;
hy servant, and the son of thine
!’;g&majd: thou hast loosed my
e Ps. 86:16
Tlyill offer to thee the sacrifice of
. sgiving, and will call upon the
R of the Lorp. Lev. 7:12
i Will pay my vows unto the
:; ? Now in the presence of all his
| I‘gl' Pe. 116:14
| ‘u&"- the courts of the LorD’s
Nm;.m the midst of thee, O Je-ru™
Praise ye the Loro.

PSALM 118:14
PSALM 117

1 O praise the LOrD, all ye nations:
praise him, all ye people.

2 For his merciful kindness is great
toward us: and the truth of the LorD
endureth for ever. Praise ye the
LORD. Ps. 1005

PSALM 118

1 O give thanks unto the LorD; for
he is good: because his mercy endur-
eth for ever. 1C 16:8; Ps. 106:1

2 Let Is-ra-el now say, that his
mercy endureth for ever. Ps 1159

3 Let the house of Aa"ron now say,
that his mercy endureth for ever.

4 Let them now that fear the LOrRD
say, that his mercy endureth for ever.

5 I called upon the LORD in distress:
the LorD answered me, and set me in
a large place. Ps 1819

6 The LorD is on my side; I will not
fear: what can man do unto me?

7 The Lorp taketh my part with
them that help me: therefore shall
1 see my desire upon them that
hate me. Ps. 544

8 It is better to trust in the LorD
than to put confidence in man.

91t is better to trust in the LOrRD
than to put confidence in princes,

10 All nations compassed me about:
but in the name of the Lorp will |
destroy them.

11 They compassed me about; yea,
they compassed me about: but in the
name of the Lorp I will destroy them

12 They compassed me about like
bees; they are quenched as the fire of
thorns: for in the name of the Lorp |
will destroy them.  Deut. 1:44; Nah. 1:10

13 Thou hast thrust sore at me that
I might fall: but the Lorp helped me

14 The LoRrD is my strength and
song, and is become my salvation,




WHERE DID THE BIBLE
COME FROM?




Bible did not drop from the sky

* Bible = biblia = books
* many books =73
* written by more than 40 authors
* written by people of different backgrounds




events - 3 continents (Asia, Europe, and Africa)

carliest parts written > 2700 yr ago
written over a 1000 year period

tells a consistent story of salvation

> IM copies sold yearly




2 MAJOR PARTS

* Old Testament = Hebrew Scriptures

* New Testament = Christian Scriptures




OT TIMELINE

Experiences of the Ancient Israelites

BEGAN writing down during time of peace - @1000
BC

...and beyond.
Stories/experiences continued to be added
Edited, re-edited

Final version in Old Testament




NT TIMELINE

Jesus dies @ 30AD

Stories circulate orally = ‘Oral Tradition’

Everything that was taught, done — is based on what the
Apostles learned from Jesus

— ‘Apostolic Tradition’
First writing is Apostle Paul’s letters in 50’s
First Gospel is Mark = AD 70

Letters/Writings are copied and shared
Until 393 AD




2 Peter 1:12-20

Apostolic Witness. 12 Therefore, | will always remind you of these things, even
though you already know them and are established in the truth you have. 13 |
think it right, as long as | am in this “tent,” to stir you up by a reminder, 14 since
| know that | will soon have to put it aside, as indeed our Lord Jesus Christ has
shown me. 15 | shall also make every effort to enable you always to remember
these things after my departure.

16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the
power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of

his majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that
unique declaration came to him from the majestic glory, “This is my Son, my
beloved, with whom | am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come
from heaven while we were with him on the holy mountain. 19 Moreover, we
possess the prophetic message that is altogether reliable. You will do well to
be attentive to it, as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until day dawns and the
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 Know this first of all, that there is no
prophecy of scripture that is a matter of personal interpretation, 21 for no
prophecy ever came through human will; but rather human beings moved bx

the holx SEirit sEoke under the influence of God.




Paul wrote: 2 Thessalonians 2:15 -

“...stand firm and hold fast to the
traditions that you were taught, either by
an oral statement or by a letter of ours.”




When did New Testament books become ‘Scripture’?

Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria (List from about A.D. 367)
Gives us the first list of 27 books 1n the 39th Easter Letter:

“Again 1t 1s not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New
Testament. These are, the four gospels, according to Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and

Epistles (called Catholic [universal]), seven, viz. of James, one; of

Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition,
there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written 1n this order. The first, to
the Romans; then two to the Corinthians; after these, to the
Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to
the Colossians; after these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the
Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly, that
to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John.”




TIMELINE

* 27 New Testament letters/writings:

* canonized Council (synod) of Hippo, 393 AD
* affirmed at Council of Carthage, 397 AD

* Reaffirmed at Council of Trent
s 1451563
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Catholic Church

APOSTOLIC TRADITION Apostolic

<+ Teachings of the apostles

<« Communal life
<+ Breaking of bread
<+ Prayers

393, Hippo
397, Carthage
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Dei Verbum §10. Sacred tradition and Sacred Scripture form one
sacred deposit of the word of God, committed to the Church. Holding fast
to this deposit the entire holy people united with their shepherds remain
always steadfast in the teaching of the Apostles, in the common life, in the
breaking of the bread and in prayers (see Acts 2, 42, Greek text), so that
holding to, practicing and professing the heritage of the faith, it becomes
on the part of the bishops and faithful a single common effort....

It is clear, therefore, that sacred tradition, Sacred Scripture and the
teaching authority of the Church, in accord with God's most wise
design, are so linked and joined together that one cannot stand
without the others, and that all together and each in its own way
under the action of the one Holy Spirit contribute effectively to the
salvation of souls.




CCC §97, "Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture
make up a single sacred deposit of the Word of

God" (DV §10) in which, as in a mirror, the pilgrim
Church contemplates God, the source of all her riches.

" SACRED |
SCRIPTURE

<+
<+

" SACRED
TRADITION

L —




...there exists a close connection and communication between
Sacred Tradition and Sacred Scripture. For both of them, flowing
from the same divine wellspring, in a certain way merge into a
unity and tend toward the same end... Consequently it 1s not from
Sacred Scripture alone that the Church draws her certainty about
everything which has been revealed. Therefore both Sacred
Tradition and Sacred Scripture are to be accepted and venerated
with the same sense of loyalty and reverence. (Dei Verbum, §9)

SACRED <€ SACRED
'SCRIPTURE < TRADITION

-—-—-—-—*
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Why read the Bible?

“Like obedient children, do not act in compliance with the
desires of your former 1gnorance but, as he who called you
1s holy, be holy yourselves 1n every aspect of your

conduct, for it is written, “Be holy because I [am] holy.” -
1 Peter 1:14-16

“The Lord said to Moses: Speak to the whole
Israclite community and tell them: Be holy, for I,
the Lord your God, am holy.” - Leviticus 19:1-2




Pope Francis challenged us “to follow 1n Jesus’ footsteps and face the spiritual
combat against the Evil One with the strength of the Word of God. Not with our
word, which 1s useless. The Word of God: that which has the strength to defeat
Satan. Therefore, it is necessary to draw confidence from the Bible: to read it
often, meditate on it and assimilate it. The Bible contains the Word of God,
which is always timely and effective. Someone said: what would happen 1f we
treated the Bible as we treat our mobile phone? If we always carried 1t with us, or
at least a small pocket Bible, what would happen? If we went back when we forgot
it: you forgot your mobile phone — O, I don’t have 1t, I’ll go back to find it; if we
opened 1t several times a day; what would happen 1f we read God’s messages
contained in the Bible as we read our phone messages? The paragon 1s clearly
paradoxical, but it makes us reflect. In fact, if we had the Word of God always in
the heart, no temptation would be able to estrange us from God and no obstacle
would be able to make us deviate from the path of goodness; we would be able to
overcome the daily suggestions of evil that are 1n us and outside of us; we would
be more capable of living a resurrected life according to the Spirit, receiving and
loving our brothers, especially the weakest and neediest, and also our enemies.”

- from The Angelus speech, at St. Peter’s Square, March 5, 2017




66 VS 73

« Catholic Bible has 73 books

* Protestant Bibles have 66 books

* The 7 are all in the Old Testament (Hebrew Scriptures)
« Catholic =46 OT + 27 NT
* Protestant = 39 OT + 27 NT




66 VS 73

FACT:

First Christians outside Israel used the Greek OT called the
“Septuagint” which included 7 books the Protestant Bible does not
have.

What 1s the Septuagint translation?
HISTORY:

The Jews had been scattered in the diaspora, and many lived in
Alexandria, Egypt

In 3rd century BC — world dominated by Greek Empire

in Alexandra, Egypt, the Jews spoke Greek, and needed a
Greek translation
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THE SEPTUAGINT

So Ptolemy II Philadelphus, the Greek King/Pharaoh of Egypt requested
a Greek translation of the Scriptures for the many Jews living there

- Famed Library of Alexandria

- Babylonian Talmud:

“King Ptolemy once gathered 72 Elders. He placed them 1n 72
chambers, each of them 1n a separate one, without revealing to them

why they were summoned. He entered each one's room and said:
“Write for me the Torah of Moshe, your teacher.” God put it in the
heart of each one to translate 1dentically as all the others did.”




THE SEPTUAGINT

72 Jewish scholars (6 from each of the 12 tribes) separated themselves, and translated
the Scriptures from Hebrew — Koine Greek

Legend says: After 70 days, their translations were exact.

Septuagint = 3rd century BC, 72 scholars translated Torah in 70 days (from Hebrew
to Koine Greek)

The rest of the Hebrew Bible was translated in the 2nd century BC
1s a Greek translation of the OT
LXX (L=50, X=10)
Bible translation widely used throughout the Roman Empire - outside of Israel

Inside Israel = 46 OT Books in Hebrew




NEW TESTAMENT

Biblical Scholars agree:

original language of The New Testament 1s
Greek

New Testament events occurred during the Roman
Empire (began 27BC),

BUT the language of the day was still Greek
And those who were literate, wrote 1n Greek
Letters/writings of the N'T were originally in Greek




When did New Testament books become ‘Scripture’?

Bishop Athanasius of Alexandria (List from about A.D. 367)
Gives us the first list of 27 books 1n the 39th Easter Letter:

“Again 1t 1s not tedious to speak of the [books] of the New
Testament. These are, the four gospels, according to Matthew,
Mark, Luke and John. Afterwards, the Acts of the Apostles and

Epistles (called Catholic [universal]), seven, viz. of James, one; of

Peter, two; of John, three; after these, one of Jude. In addition,
there are fourteen Epistles of Paul, written 1n this order. The first, to
the Romans; then two to the Corinthians; after these, to the
Galatians; next, to the Ephesians; then to the Philippians; then to
the Colossians; after these, two to the Thessalonians, and that to the
Hebrews; and again, two to Timothy; one to Titus; and lastly, that
to Philemon. And besides, the Revelation of John.”




ROMAN EMPIRE

Pope Damasus 1 was pope 366 to 334
He presided over the Council of Rome of

that determined the canon or official 11
of sacred scripture.

which was canonized at Council/synod of Hippo in
393 (Pope Siricius)

and commissioned Jerome to translate the
Septuagint into Latin — Vulgate [before he died]




ROMAN EMPIRE

Bible = Greek
Language = Latin (Rome)
St. Jerome translated the Greek Bible

into Latin called “Vulgate”
- 384 - 404AD

“Ignorance of Scripture is Ignorance of Christ.”




THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

* 1100 years later ...
* Catholic priest, ordained 1507
* Augustinian monk

* German prof of moral theology

SOla SCri tura Martin Luther

1483 - 1546




THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

- Plenary indulgences to finance St. Peter’s Basilica ($$$9$)
- Pope Julius II started the project; died 1513
- 1ndulgences to raise money

- Pope Leo X

 continued indulgences

Groundbreaking - 1506 |y ——
Completed -1626 B IS BN R




INDULGENCES

CCC 1471 The doctrine and practice of indulgences in the
Church are closely linked to the effects of the sacrament of
Penance.

What 1s an indulgence?

“An indulgence 1s a remission before God of the temporal
punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven,
which the faithful Christian who 1s duly disposed gains under
certain prescribed conditions through the action of the Church
which, as the minister of redemption, dispenses and applies
with authority the treasury of the satisfactions of Christ and the
saints.”

"An indulgence 1s partial or plenary according as it removes
either part or all of the temporal punishment due to sin." The

faithful can gain indulgences for themselves or apply them to
the dead.




THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

Luther sent a letter to the Archbishop of Mainz, Albert of Brandenburg, under whose
authority the indulgences were being sold

THEN nailed 95 Theses to All Saints’ Church in Wittenberg, Germany - On October
3l IS

IN ADDITION - Did not like 7 of the OT books in the Vulgate, so he denounced the 7
books

SAID they were not originally written in Hebrew.

- (Which i1s why the Jews rejected them at the ??Council of Jamnia?? They wanted
their Bible canon to be different than the of the Christian’s.)




THE PROTESTANT REFORMATION

Martin Luther ( Reformation October 31, 1517)

REALLY BECAUSE they spoke about traditions 1n the Catholic
Church which he did not agree, such as praying for those in Purgatory

Luther (“faith alone, sola fide’) also wanted to remove James bc of
the faith/works difference in belief,

as well as Hebrews, Jude, and Revelation - but remain

The Luther Bible - 1522 translated from Hebrew & Greek —
German, published 1534

**At the Council of Trent (1546 - 1563), the Catholic Church
reaffirmed the complete canon - 73 books.
Catholic Counter-Reformation




DEUTEROCANONICAL BOOKS

The 7 Books are call the ‘deuterocanonical’ books.

“Second canon’”

(Protestants call them ‘apocryphal” or “hidden” books)

All are 1n the Hebrew Scriptures (Old Testament)

Tobit Wisdom of Sirach (Ecclesiasticus)
Judith Baruch

1 & 2 Maccabees Daniel chap 3, 13, & 14

Wisdom of Solomon Parts of Esther (Chapters A, B, C...)




DEAD SEA SCROLLS

Dead Sea Scrolls (also the Qumran Caves Scrolls)
?Essenes? / ?John the Baptist?

11 caves - Discovered 1947 — 1956

Written on Papyrus, parchment, and bronze

JERICHO @

Writing Mostly Hebrew; JERUSALEM & il i
Cave 4@®

but also some 1n Aramaic, Greek

Created (@ 3rd century BCE — 1st century CE o
Fragments from some of the deuterocanonical books Nahal Hevere

(Bar Koekhba’s Caves)
Masadae

Murobba'ate
(Bar Kokhba’s Caves)

ex, Wisdom of Sirach, written in Hebrew

none from Esther or Maccabees







CHAPTERS AND VERSES

« The chapter divisions - developed by
Stephen Langton, Cardinal of the RCC,
and Catholic Archbishop of Canterbury.

e around A.D. 1227

* So — entire Bible divided into chapters




CHAPTERS AND VERSES

e The Hebrew Scriptures (Tanakh, Old Testament) was

divided 1nto verses by a Jewish rabbi by the name of
Nathan in A.D. 1448.

e Full name: Rabbi Isaac Nathan ben Kalonymus

e ALSO — work on the first Hebrew Bible
concordance.

» New Testament still only in chapters




CHAPTERS AND VERSES

Gutenberg printing press, 1440/1450

Gutenberg Bible - (42 lines) ~
#180 copies

German translation of the Vulgate
Bible

o« OT
o NT

chapters and verses

chapters (no verses)

Tt famli

mala

artnas-

i Dicts ozit @ b ETBAIIE DS
smunute bews rue:oriiclep fandi i 0.
Fretein Bie lla b it lue R fagua
A e D1 Ba QuE NOKAE
AING:IG DS WG NOEL n e uele
ientiug, Frac Dieila it aque
‘e e . FRADIG €26 a0 e
e onmrale:et medni ¢4 A mare uo
‘iffimi. §n a2 1 byoue e e
fig e frg o e g dla
omt @

fup roamr. B i
DIl OIiFD QEo:quE non Afbes
rint ab aichraba ftuntate @abrma
. 0 fot prCAt (gt £ BOC e
aril gmnii ?'mnu:qut ‘06 afebeeie
crieeaba fefhwicammn tabemadi:

faae| _ paurbar. teg sitan”
%-«"ﬁ::nnmmqrqnm_nmmilm

Mt

b imidare. fabia

e uiic bcamini et e e {ecaf
2 gt e uEa U qUO

ﬁlﬁr laf

QUITE 1 ot o8- G b e
uni. os ait: mmq\"ﬁr i .
3 iifen

e

an
0. n biella e g fup ot equy
s pictlamt

‘an qual pyal s altan, e e
i bl

o unil.

e Bas v
fi; ab Defee

B

ofiasmmue a

duniio s bu
cfau g Fuaths uis
0

icad o (reatud. A

uE. i omafit

1 rurert 1
16+ Decoll oemmon ab auted et
¥ ralbiE e babiaabntn (ogo fua
2 povabrmianun iy ab lor poue
prioris el 8 poXA angulos
{ e ananete ule ab rdanate
o, bababirin ok anatana
15 it . ed fexbictyein s
racecbpe e plaga qua paine 9o
mars gt § puguaursi aduedy”
et fabele caco unufaiulg B
e g proes fuoe:eeadi au corales

Falite TS
e it meccacor ulrea  Dme D
o sl g

magui

i s iding

lom{aiicat

ar

{geabs Ditit i ereenau £t ugo pol

abomiaro fada e ety bt

Eriigue iy druozar. Fr Bnfhs.

et latore: rfufafio ilub bine

b e, I e & vapini

daubii lagubet ineulfio murd.
il i

oy
stabelexin oee fug. o dietla e
i gzt

in drawnts britm.

hirubeeute many pront futee ol
reue manue of fup man progw
. e e uBas puguabit adiifus
e, {Fr cogregabittur Diuta Ovile
T GRS 1 QT

0 i brgeat pumca deftoudh fumus
{ob rruermmies edifcabuae que Defu:
a funt:ieeBioe b erroml. I e
fcabiit e ogo Deftrud. 1 upcabinit
o nuguicane: e gufus an icaa”

ib & many o
at brigs MMalrdid: ot

wali
0. Difprrdac bio i  frene
maglix difapuli be ?,mmuﬂfxﬁ
1aab-1 ot mu Do i
s hoctudafeafhe. Mpmrbans la:
g alrace b e e mugu: e

I vard faafs img
at et Bomuno . Ruta e wiague
gubitit BOmInuS frrranun: 1t g

genbug., 1),

cipraanul inge

abile 0  ntan ufa. fr
Binfte.Cud ob caulaiuia bio v
Bificar? ot nir e 3 ot pubmace

tniic,

s L1 bec prrtiape

anati boco fa
) mdoreo. B nlucino aubie e

a o’ feae:
i e o€ ¢ ey nu-ﬁzﬁf.'

teutts mulee face .

cqui ¢ s caet e e g

it
biie: ruoe Dicis . fRagifct b

T NGHIN] NIt QIS FAUiL e

e bam fn pamtpo il

firur una e

utaboge tgon DA

e
‘e fefinitaces tabecnados. fr e
uind af il

‘nomé mei. fr biafie.
nomen i ¢ 0

ju quobelpts
e fupreal
tare .1 rsie.

e t a0 G
ti uRee wrott avolefemtie pue nn(:
i, £ 0Big brbumi Dinif:di
ntbilo Do . Dpee ait miea’

funkio i . ey

ueftime of Fis

beadyiics il ol v

wefoffnitard yras:t allumee uga e
. el g i B 3o mater

p Cr 5
Taborare fftie biim in fmonibus

i, Packi meti b

uhe. Fedints. §n quon
]

1 prthu b radre




CHAPTERS AND VERSES

Frenchman Robert Estienne, who was
also known as Stephanus, was the first to
divide the New Testament into standard
numbered verses, in 1555.

Stephanus essentially used Nathan's verse
divisions for the Old Testament.

Since that time, use the same NT verse
divisions

s find tabs helpful, although we will learn the order of the Books of the Bible
s Maps, charts




“Ignorance of the Scriptures 1s Ignorance of Christ”
- St. Jerome

347 AD - 420 AD




“...the righteousness of God, ... was veiled 1n the
Old Testament, and 1s revealed in the New;...”

St. Augustine of Hippo (354 - 430)
On the Spirit and the Letter, Chapter 18

The New Testament 1s 1in the Old Concealed ,
and the Old 1s in the New Revealed

The New Testament concealed 1n the Old ,
and the Old revealed 1n the New.




Jesus knew Scripture Study was key.

Matthew 4
The Temptation of Jesus.

1 Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempted
by the devil. 2 He fasted for forty days and forty nights, and
afterwards he was hungry. 3 The tempter approached and said to
him, “If you are the Son of God, command that these stones
become loaves of bread.” 4 He said 1n reply, “It is written:

‘One does not live by bread alone,
but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of God.””

Deuteronomy 8:3




Jesus knew Scripture Study was key.

Matthew 4
The Temptation of Jesus.

S Then the devil took him to the holy city, and made him stand on the
parapet of the temple, 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son of God,

throw yourself down. For it is written:

‘He will command his angels concerning you’

and ‘with their hands they will support you,
lest you dash your foot against a stone.’”

Psalm 91:11a, 12

7 Jesus answered him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord,

299

your God, to the test.

Deuteronomy 6:16




Jesus knew Scripture Study was key.

Matthew 4
The Temptation of Jesus.

8 Then the devil took him up to a very high mountain, and showed him all
the kingdoms of the world 1n their magnificence, 9 and he said to him,
“All these I shall give to you, if you will prostrate yourself and worship
me.” 10 At this, Jesus said to him, “Get away, Satan! It is written:

“The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve.”” Deuteronomy 6:13

11 Then the devil left him and, behold, angels came and ministered to
him.




Jesus knew Scripture Study was key.

Ephesians 6 — Battle Against Evil. 10 Finally, draw your strength from
the Lord and from his mighty power. 11 Put on the armor of God so that
you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil. 12 For our
struggle 1s not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the
powers, with the world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil
spirits 1n the heavens. 13 Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you
may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold
your ground. 14 So stand fast with your loins girded in truth, clothed
with righteousness as a breastplate, 15 and your feet shod 1n readiness for
the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to
quench all [the] flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 1s the word of God.




Jesus knew Scripture Study was key.

Ephesians 6 — Battle Against Evil. 10 Finally, draw your strength from
the Lord and from his mighty power. 11 Put on the armor of God so that
you may be able to stand firm against the tactics of the devil. 12 For our
struggle 1s not with flesh and blood but with the principalities, with the
powers, with the world rulers of this present darkness, with the evil
spirits in the heavens. 13 Therefore, put on the armor of God, that you
may be able to resist on the evil day and, having done everything, to hold
your ground. 14 So stand fast with your loins girded in truth, clothed
with righteousness as a breastplate, 15 and your feet shod in readiness for
the gospel of peace. 16 In all circumstances, hold faith as a shield, to
quench all [the] flaming arrows of the evil one. 17 And take the helmet
of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which 1s the word of God.




Good and Evil (1829-1832)
by Victor Orsel




Historical-Critical Method

No wrote?

no is the audience

nat is the time/era?

nat is the cultural context? The historical influences?
ny is the author writing?

nat message is the author trying to convey?

Today - we use science, discoveries to understand the
message the author is trying to convey

How can | apply that message to me, today?

Remember: The Bible does not err
in matters of faith.




Historical-Critical Method

As we read the Bible:
. pray to the Holy Spirit, the great interpreter, before starting to read the Bible
. Read, and ask: What does it say?
. what does 1t mean? What 1s the context? Who 1s the intended audience?
. what historical or cultural influences are reflected?

. what was the author’s intent — given that he/she was inspired by the Holy
Spirit?

. what does 1t mean to me?
- choose a memory verse: memorize.

. what am I going to do about the revelation received?

. pray a prayer of thanksgiving to the Holy Spirit, ask for the Grace to digest
and live out




“Jesus performed many other signs 1n the presence of
his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. But
these are written that you may believe that Jesus 1s the
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may
have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31) [LrB 2226]

“It 1s this disciple who testifies to these things and has
written them, and we know that his testimony 1s true.
There are also many other things that Jesus did, but 1f
these were to be described individually, I do not think
the whole world would contain the books that would be

written.” (John 21:24-25) [LrB 2228




READ MORE THAN IN MASS

OT Summary:

OT Section

NAB

Pre-Vatican Il Missal:
Vigils & Feasts

Current Lectionary:

Sundays & Major Feasts

Current Lectionary:

Sundays & Weekdays

# Chap. # Vv. Total| Vv. Used

% Used

Vv. Used

% Used

Vv. Used

% Used

Torah/Law

187 5853 137

2.3 %

322

5.5 %

865

14.8 %

Historical Books

316 9186 0

0%

134

1.5%

862

9.4 %

Wisdom Books (w/o Psalms)

163 4130 0

0%

3.1%

485

1.7%

Four Major Prophets

191 4825 92

1.9 %

284

5.9 %

894

18.5%

Twelve Minor Prophets

67 1050 26

2.5%

63

6.0 %

272

OT Total (w/o Psalms)

924 | 25044 255

1.0 %

932

3.7%

3378

25.9 %

2 Timothy 3:16-17

All scripture 1s
inspired by God and
1s useful for

teaching, for
refutation, for
correction, and for
training in
righteousness, so
that one who
belongs to God may
be competent,

Note 3: The 1951 revision of the pre-Vatican Il Roman Missal (see note 2 above) reduced the total to o
98 verses or 0.39% of the Old Testament (aside from the Psalms) read at Vigils and major feast days.

NT Summary:

NAB Pre-Vatican Il Missal: Current Lectionary: | Current Lectionary:
Sundays & Major Feasts|Sundays & Major Feasts |Sundays & Weekdays

#Vv.Total| Vv.Used | % Used | Vv.Used | % Used | Vv.Used | % Usec
3393 (| 89.8% U

NT Section

Gospels (4) 3779 848 224 % 2184 57.8 %

Acts

1007

35

3.5%

165

16.4 %

492

48.9 %

Pauline Letters (7)

1493

270

18.1 %

468

31.3 %

846

56.7 %

Deutero-Paulines (6)

539

82

15.2 %

201

37.3 %

349

64.7 %

equipped for every
good work.

Hebrews

303

17

5.6 %

84

27.6 %

188

62.0 %

Catholic Epistles (7)

432

o7

13.2%

107

24.7 %

292

67.6 %

Book of Revelation

404

0

0 %

38

9.4 %

129

31.9%

NT w/o Gospels

4178

461

11.0 %

1063

25.4%

2296

NT Grand Total

7957

16.5 %

3247

40.8 %

54.9 %

5689




"'Reading the Holy Scriptures confers two benefits.
It trains the mind to understand them; it furns
man's attention from the follies of the world and
leads him to the love of God."

— St. Isidore of Seville




“Make knowledge of the Scripture your love ...
Live with them, meditate on them, make them
the sole object of your knowledge and inquiries.”

— St. Jerome




Does the
Bible
Really
Say That?

Discovering Catholic Teaching in Scripture

Patrick Madrid

How to Read

THE
BIBLE

Every Day

A Guide for
Catholics

A One-Year, Two-Year & Three-Year Plan
for Reading through the Scriptures

CARMEN ROJAS
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Mr. Pen- Bible Journaling Kit, 18 Pack (10
Bible Gel Highlighter, 8 Bible Pens), Bible
Highlighters and Pens No Bleed, Gel
Highlighters, Bible Pens, Bible Pens and
Highlighters No Bleed, Gift, Gifts

Visit the Mr. Pen Store
YWk v 1,883 ratings

in Liquid Highlighters by Mr. Pen

Price: $13.99 /prime overnight 4 AM - 8 AM & FREE Returns

Get 5% back ($0.69 in rewards) on the amount charged to your Amazon
Prime Rewards Visa Signature Card.

e The Bible Journaling Supplies Includes 10 Gel Highlighter/Bible
Highlighter 8 Colored Bible Pens
Both Pens And Highlighters Don't Bleed Through Any Paper Including
Magazines And Bibles. No Smear, Smooth, Won't Dry Out If Left
Uncapped
Every Colored Pen And Highlighter Is Made With High-Quality Materials
These Bible Journaling Items Come With All That You Need To Embrace
Your Faith And Start Engaging With Scripture Through Art In A Visual And
Creative Way
Amazing Gift To Surprise Your Loved Ones With A Great Set Of Bible
Accessories.

One-time |
$13.99
Ov

FREE delive
order $35 ¢
Ships from: 2
Sold by: Mr. |

Subscribe |
$13.99

Unlock 5%
this produc
products tc
Learn more

First delive
In Stock.
Qty: 1 v

Deliver eve

1 month (

Auto-deliveri
Fulfillad hv A




Acts 17:10-12

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas to Beroea
during the night. Upon arrival they went to the synagogue of
the Jews. 11 These Jews were more fair-minded than those 1n
Thessalonica, for they received the word with all willingness
and examined the scriptures daily to determine whether these
things were so. 12 Many of them became believers, as did not
a few of the influential Greek women and men.




Acts 17:10-12

10 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas to Beroea
during the night. Upon arrival they went to the synagogue of
the Jews. 11 These Jews were more fair-minded than those 1n
Thessalonica, for they received the word with all willingness
and examined the scriptures daily to determine whether these
things were so. 12 Many of them became believers, as did not
a few of the influential Greek women and men.




NEXT WEEK:

« GOD'S REVELATION TO MAN
« THE HOLY TRINITY

 READ Q6 and Q3




CLOSING PRAYER

Our Father,

Who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name;
Thy kingdom come;

Thy will be done on earth as 1t 1s 1n heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

Amen.




